
LEGISLATION IMPACTING ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ENACTED DURING THE  
2006 GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION 

 
 

Bill # Sponsor Title Explanation RIDE 
Responsibilities 

S - 2085 
Sub A 
 
H - 6854 

Senator Gallo 
 
Representative 
Savage 

An Act Relating to 
Education-
Establishment of 
Charter Public 
Schools 

This act would require that in the 
creation of charter schools, the 
application submitted to the 
commissioner and the local school 
committee pursuant to the creation of 
such a school would include a 
description of a plan that would include 
measurable student academic goals.  This 
act would take effect upon passage. 

RIDE will make 
certain that in the 
creation of 
charter schools, 
the application 
submitted to the 
Commissioner 
would include a 
specific plan of 
measurable student 
academic goals. 

S - 2094 
Sub A 
 
H - 6779 
Sub A 

Senator Lanzi 
 
Representative 
Coverse 

An Act Relating to 
Public Property and 
Works – Government 
Oversight and Fiscal 
Accountability 
Review Act 

This act would establish the government 
oversight and fiscal accountability 
review act.  It would also increase the 
reporting requirements of government 
agencies regarding outside contracts or 
agreements valued at $100,000 or more.  
This act would take effect upon passage.   

This legislation 
significantly 
increases the 
reporting 
requirements and 
the workload for 
the Office of 
Finance regarding 
outside contracts 
or agreements 
valued at $100,000 

or more. 
 

S - 2142 AA 
 
H - 6749 
AA 

Senator Gallo 
 
Representative 
Coderre 

Relating to 
Separation of Powers 
- Education 

This act would remove legislators and 
legislative appointees from certain 
boards relating to education, in accord 
with the recent amendments to the 
constitution.  This act would also add 
certain reporting requirements and 
other duties for these boards.  This act 
would take effect upon passage. 

The Board of 
Regents, within 90 
days after the end 
of the fiscal year, 
shall submit a 
comprehensive 
annual report to 
the Governor, the 
Speaker of the 
House of 
Representatives and 
the President of the 
Senate of its 
activities during 
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the fiscal year. 
S - 2312 AA 
 
H - 7536 
AA 

Senator Issa 
 
Representative 
Lewiss 

An Act Relating to 
Open Meetings 

This act would allow committees to add 
items, submitted in writing by a member of 
the public, to an agenda during the 
public comment session for discussion and 
informational proposes only.  This act 
would take effect upon passage. 

Inform school 
districts of this 
change in 
procedure for 
school committee 
meeting agendas.  
This legislation 
allows school 
committees to add 
items, submitted in 
writing by a 
member of the 
public, to an 
agenda during the 
public comment 
session for 
discussion and 
informational 
purposes. 

S - 2370 
Sub A 
 
H - 7305 
Sub A 

Senator Issa 
 
Representative San 
Bento  
 
 

An Act Relating to 
State Affairs and 
Government – 
Licensing and 
Monitoring of Child 
Care Providers 

This act would permit child day care 
programs in an elementary or secondary 
school without the necessity of a 
separate fire, building, or radon 
inspection certificate. This act would 
take effect upon passage.   

 

Bill # Sponsor Title Explanation RIDE 
Responsibilities 

S - 2489 
Sub A 
 
H - 7841 

Senator Paiva-
Weed 
 
Representative 
Mumford 

An Act Relating to 
Education – 
Transportation of 
Pupils Beyond City 
and Town Limits 

This act would require the state department 
of administration and the Rhode Island public 
transit authority to develop a plan for the 
creation and implementation of a statewide 
system of transportation for students with 
special needs and for all students including 
those without special needs to and from 
school.  This act would take effect upon 
passage.  

This act directs RIDE 
(working with DOA  & 
RIPTA) to plan, create 
and implement a 
statewide system of 
transportation for 
students with special 
needs.  RIDE will look 
to RIPTA to help 
provide the direction 
and resources needed 
to complete the 
transportation plan. 
RIDE will also 
conduct a 
comprehensive study 
of all current 
transportation 
services for students 
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in RI school districts 
in order to develop a 
plan for the creation 
and implementation of 
a statewide system of 
transportation of all 
students.  This plan 
shall be completed, 
with a report to the 
GA  by 1/15/07. 

S - 2496 
H - 7515 

Senator Blais 
Representative 
Davey 

An Act Relating to 
Education – Adult 
Education 
Commission 

This act would repeal the chapter on the 
Adult Education Commission. This act would 
take effect upon passage. 

 

S - 2526 
Sub A 
 
H - 7029 

Senator Lanzi 
 
Representative 
Shanley 

An Act Relating to 
State Purchases 

This act would exempt the public institutions 
of higher education from the provisions of 
competitive bidding law for research or 
research related activity funded with federal 
funds or other third-party funds.  This act 
would take effect upon passage. 

 

S - 2531 
 
H - 6853 
Sub A 

Senator Doyle 
 
Representative 
McNamara 

An Act Relating to 
Education 

This act would direct the department of 
elementary and secondary education, 
working with the department of 
administration, to establish a statewide 
purchasing system for products and services 
pertaining to Rhode Island public schools, 
which would include telecommunications, 
wireless services, and a general insurance 
products and services.  This act would take 
effect upon passage. 

This act provides 
that RIDE, along 
with DOA, shall 
develop a plan for 
the establishment & 
implementation of a 
statewide 
purchasing system 
for all public 
schools in RI   

S - 2667 
 
H - 6732 

Senator 
Ruggerio 
 
Representative 
Moura 

An Act Relating to 
Labor – Arbitration 

This act would allow a labor arbitrator to 
consider the existence of past practice when 
the union contract contains a provision that 
preserves existing rights, benefits or practices 
between the parties. This act would take effect 
upon passage.   

Vetoed by the 
Governor 

S - 2696 
Sub B 
 
H - 6968 

Senator 
Sosnowski 
 
Representative 
McNamara 

An Act Relating to 
Education 

This act would prohibit the sale and 
distribution of certain beverages beginning 
January 1, 2007 and food items beginning 
January 1, 2008 at all elementary, middle and 
junior high schools and would require the 
sale and distribution of healthy beverages 
and snacks.  This act would take effect upon 
passage.  

Inform the school 
districts that: (1) 
All RI elementary, 
middle & junior HS 
are required to 
offer “healthy 
beverages” effective 
1/1/07, (2) “Healthier 
snacks” effective 
1/1/08  

S - 2706 Senator Perry An Act Relating to This act would provide that every insurance  
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Sub A aa  Health and Safety policy which provides medical coverage for 
physician services in a physician’s office, and 
every policy which provides major medical or 
similar comprehensive-type coverage, would 
include coverage for smoking cessation 
treatment.  This act would take effect upon 
passage.  

 
Bill # Sponsor Title Explanation RIDE 

Responsibilities 
S - 2750 Senator Gibbs An Act Relating to 

Businesses and 
Professionals – 
Interpreters for the 
Deaf 

This act would make various changes 
regarding the licensing requirements for 
interpreters for the deaf.  This act would 
take effect upon passage. 

 

S - 2836 
 
H - 7207 Sub A 

Senator Breene 
 
Representative 
Sullivan 

An Act Relating to 
Education – 
Establishment of 
Regional School 
Districts 

This act would change the time of the 
Exeter-West Greenwich regional school 
district meeting from eight o’clock (8:00) 
to seven o’clock (7:00) p.m.  This act would 
take effect upon passage. 

 

S - 2879 Senator 
Ciccione 

An Act Relating to State 
Affairs and Government 
– Open Meetings 

This act would authorize the use of 
electronic communication or telephone 
communications as reasonable 
accommodation for a member of a public 
body who has a disability.  This act 
would take effect upon passage. 

 

S - 2990 Sub A 
as amended 
 
H - 7620 Sub A 
aa 

Senator 
Pichardo 
 
Representative 
Pacheco 

An Act Relating to 
Youth – Youth 
Commission 

This act would create a commission to 
examine legislation relating to youth 
and would require the general assembly 
to have an opinion from the commission 
prior to acting on the legislative 
proposal.  This act would take effect 
upon passage. 

 

S - 3012 
H - 8012 

Senator Gallo 
Representative 
Ajello 

An Act Relating to 
Education 

This act would amend the date the joint 
committee issues its report to no later 
than March 15, 2007.  This act would take 
effect upon passage. 

 

S - 3050 Sub A 
as amended 

Senator Paiva-
Weed 

An Act Relating to 
Taxation – Property 
Taxes 

This act would reduce the percentage 
increase a city or town may increase 
property taxes over the previous year 
from five and one half percent (5.5%) to 
five and one quarter percent  (5.25%) in 
2008 and to four percent (4%) in 2013 and 
would include pre-budget consultation 
regarding school budgets.  This act 

Comprehensive tax 
reform bill.  RIDE will 
inform school 
districts in FY 08 
school cmte budgets 
shall not exceed 
105.25% of the total of 
municipal funds 
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would take effect upon passage, except 
that section 6 would take effect on 
January 1, 2007. 

appropriated by the 
city or town for 
school purposes for 
FY 07 (exclusive of 
state & federal aid) 
The % goes down 
every year by .25% 
until 2013.  In FY 13, 
school committee 
budgets shall not 
exceed 104% of the 
total municipal 
funds appropriated 
for school purposes 
for FY 12. 

S - 3101 Sub A as 
amended 

Senator 
Fogarty 

An Act Relating to 
Regional School 
Districts 

An act in amendment of Chapter 109 of the 
public laws of 1958 entitled “An Act 
Authorizing the formation of a regional 
school district embracing the towns of 
Foster and Glocester” 

 

S - 3164 Senator Breene An Act Relating to 
Regional School 
Districts 

An act in amendment of and in addition 
to Chapter 55 of the Public Laws, 1958, 
entitled “An Act in Amendment of and in 
Addition to Chapter 55 of the General 
Laws of 1958 Authorizing the Towns of 
Charlestown, Richmond and Hopkinton, 
to join a Regional School District, 
Incorporating said Regional School 
District, and providing for the Issuance 
of Bonds, construction and Operation of 
a Regional School System for the Joint use 
of the Participating Towns, within said 
Regional School District established by 
this Act as Amended”  

 

Bill # Sponsor Title Explanation RIDE 
Responsibilities 

S - 3166 Senator Breene An Act Relating to 
Regional School Districts 

An Act in Amendment of and in Addition 
to Chapter 286 of the Public Laws, 1986, 
Entitled “An Act in Amendment of and in 
Addition to Chapter 55 of the Public 
Laws, 1958, Entitled ‘An Act Authorizing 
the Towns of Charlestown, Richmond 
and Hopkinton, to Join a Regional 
School District, Incorporating said 
Regional School District, and Providing 
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for the Issuance of Bonds, Construction 
and Operation of a Regional School 
System for the Joint use of the 
Participating Towns, within said 
Regional School District Established by 
this Act,’ as amended” 

H - 7066 Representative 
Naughton 

An Act Relating to 
Education  

This act would create a program to 
structure the governance of the Rhode 
Island Vision Education and Services 
Program.  This act would take effect 
upon passage.  

This act adds to the 
existing powers of 
the BOR the 
responsibilities of 
supervision, 
administration and 
control of the 
RIVESP.  The BOR must 
annually report to 
the GA.  This act 
will require the 
BOR to establish 
initial 
qualifications & 
term of offices of 
members of the 
board of trustees 
of the advisory 
committee. 

H - 7588 Representative 
Lally 

An Act Relating to State 
Affairs and Government – 
Open Meetings 

This act would define open forum as a 
meeting to include the public.  It would 
permit, but not require, members of a 
public body to respond to comments 
made by the public at an open forum.  
This act would take effect upon passage. 

Inform school 
districts that this 
legislation defines 
open forum as a 
meeting to include 
the public.  The bill 
permits, but dose 
not require, 
members of a public 
body to respond to 
comments made by 
the public at an 
open forum.    
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